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January 9, 2021

Dear BPS Students and Families,

As we get ready to embark on our second week of remote learning, we wanted to
recognize our educators for all of their hard work in ensuring a smooth shift to virtual
learning.

We would also like to recognize and thank our entire Barrhaven PS community for your
resiliency and continued support as we know that the shift to remote learning will impact
all families differently. We want you to know that we are here to support all of our
students and families in any way that we can. Please do not hesitate to reach out with
any questions or concerns to us or to your child’s educator.

This week was the last for our wonderful Miss Boyle who will be moving on to a new
position at Half Moon Bay. We will certainly miss Miss Boyle’s positive energy,
enthusiasm and her dedication to our youngest learners and to our students in the EDP
program. Best of luck in all your future endeavors, Miss Boyle!

This year’s virtual Kindergarten Promotion evening will take place on Wednesday,
January 26th at 6:00pm. Stay tuned for more information to follow in the coming weeks.

Please note that the January School Council meeting will be postponed. The next
Council meeting will be scheduled at a later date.

https://barrhavenps.ocdsb.ca/
mailto:absentBPS@ocdsb.ca


As always, we will keep our families informed as we receive any new information
throughout the week. In addition, our school website https://barrhavenps.ocdsb.ca/ is a
great place to stay informed about some of the learning/activities that take place at
BPS.

Be well,

Trent Taniguchi and Vanessa Ogungbemile
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FROM THE DISTRICT:

Dear OCDSB Families,

Thank you to everyone for your patience and understanding as we made the transition to remote learning for in-person
students.

COVID-19 and public health information

CHEO Town Hall TONIGHT - Information about Kids and Omicron

On January 6 at 7:30 pm, CHEO will be hosting a town hall for parents and caregivers on Kids and Omicron. A panel of
CHEO experts will be available to answer your questions. You can send in your questions in advance:
webmaster@cheo.on.ca. The webinar will be recorded and available for viewing after.

Updated guidance on COVID-19 symptoms and high-risk contacts

The guidance has changed for if you have COVID-19 symptoms, test positive or are a high-risk contact. Please review
this update from Ottawa Public Health.

Special statement from Dr. Vera Etches

https://barrhavenps.ocdsb.ca/
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In a recent statement, Ottawa Public Health’s Dr. Vera Etches said, “Now that the decision has been made to move to
virtual learning for the next couple of weeks, we will work with school boards to ensure that children who may need more
support can connect with the resources they and their families may need in the weeks ahead.” Read more.

Preparing for the return to school

While we manage the shift to remote learning, we continue to make preparations for the return to in-person learning which
is scheduled for Monday, January 17th.

While we await more specific provincial direction, we recognize that health authorities are signalling a shift from
containment strategies to mitigation strategies in the management of COVID-19. As we prepare for a return to school, our
focus will be on how to mitigate the spread of the virus into schools to protect students and staff. We wanted to give you
some information on some of the measures we will be looking to take.

Masks

● Staff Access to N95 masks. The first shipment of N95 masks arrived for staff members this week and we
are expecting more to come soon.

● Students Access to 3 Ply Cloth Masks: Ottawa Public Health strongly recommends wearing three-layer
masks. The Ministry announced that these masks will be supplied for all students and we are awaiting arrival.
Interested families also have the option of purchasing such masks locally.

Vaccination

We have been working with community partners to prioritize vaccine clinics for education workers and students to support
the safe return to in-person learning as soon as possible.

● School staff: CHEO is creating priority vaccine clinics for teachers, education workers and childcare
workers. Learn more and pre-register.

● Individuals ages 5+: The OCDSB has worked with Dr. Nili Kaplan-Myrth for a “Junior Jabapalooza!”
vaccination clinic for children ages 5-11 on Monday, January 10th at the Mutchmor Public School (Fourth Ave
entrance). Learn more and book an appointment
More appointments continue to open for boosters for those 18+ and shots for individuals five and older
through Ottawa Public Health and local pharmacies. Follow Ottawa Public Health on social media for updates
and visit their vaccine page to learn more. Ottawa Public Health continues to advise that the best way to
reduce the spread and protect yourself and your family from COVID-19 is to get vaccinated.

HEPA filters and improved ventilation

● The OCDSB currently has over  2300 HEPA filters in active use across the District and we are expecting 81
additional units from the Province. These will be used together with improvements to ventilation that have
been ongoing since 2020.

COVID reporting

● The COVID-19 Dashboard data was based on positive PCR test cases. The province has advised that with
the provincial limits on who can receive a COVID-19 test, school boards will no longer receive consistent
confirmation on which students or staff may have tested positive, and therefore are not positioned to maintain
the COVID-19 Dashboard. We are working with Ottawa Public Health on strategies to keep the community
informed about COVID-19 transmission in the community.

OCDSB Events and Key Dates
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Parent workshops - Promoting mental health and wellness

The OCDSB will be hosting virtual parent drop-in sessions with our mental health professionals. These will allow parents
to ask general questions and receive some advice. The virtual sessions will be held on the week of January 17th. Specific
dates and times will be added to our website and more details will be shared next week.

Kindergarten and Secondary Parent Information Nights

In January and February, elementary and secondary OCDSB schools will be hosting virtual information nights for parents
looking to register their children for Kindergarten or high school. Visit our website to learn the date and time for an
elementary or secondary school near you. Please share the word with friends in your community with preschool aged
children or students in grades 7 or 8.

Key Dates:

● Elementary PA Day, Friday, January 21: There will be no school for students in grades K-8 on this day.
● Secondary Student Success Day, Wednesday, February 2: There will be no school for students in grades

9-12 on this day.

Upcoming Committee of the Whole Meeting - Tuesday, January 11 at 7:00 p.m.

OCDSB Trustees will meet on Tuesday as a Committee of the Whole to ask questions of staff and debate items. Agenda
items include a COVID-19 update, the OCDSB’s new human rights policy, a report on the Facilities Renewal Program and
School Condition Improvement 2021-2022 Project Plan, and more. Motions approved at Committee of the Whole
meetings then go to a Board of Trustees meeting for a final vote.

Livestream Link will be added to this page. Note, the dates and times of upcoming OCDSB committee meetings can be
found on our calendar: https://ocdsb.ca/calendar

Applications for University or College

January 13: Deadline for Secondary Students to Apply for Ontario Universities

Is your child thinking of attending a university in Ontario this fall? The deadline for high school students to apply to an
Ontario university is Thursday, January 13, 2022. Learn more on the OUAC website, and remember to take a look at
scholarship opportunities as well.

February 1: Equal Consideration Date for Ontario Colleges

As long as space remains in an Ontario college program, students may apply for it. However, there are some important
dates to keep in mind, especially for popular programs that fill up quickly. Apply on or before February 1, 2022 in order to
receive equal consideration for admission to programs starting the following fall. After this date, colleges consider
applicants on a first-come, first-served basis until programs are full. Learn more about when to apply.

In case you missed it…

Remote learning technical assistance: We have compiled a series of resources that provide step-by-step instructions
for students and parents on how to use our Learning Management Systems, Google Classroom and the Virtual Learning
Environment (VLE). Learn more.

Supporting mental health and well-being: The OCDSB mental health team has prepared some simple tips and advice
to support students and parents with well-being during remote learning. Learn more.

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/MagmE0Ee9Eihjj4B1C56_w~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjuJaiP0Q7aHR0cHM6Ly9vY2RzYi5jYS9jbXMvT25lLmFzcHg_cG9ydGFsSWQ9NTU0NzgmcGFnZUlkPTU4NTI0MTFXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmHVImPXYd58S35SHHZhbmVzc2Eub2d1bmdiZW1pbGVAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/lC6LAvaVlEELC7p1c3t0-g~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjuJaiP0RJaHR0cHM6Ly9vY2RzYi5jYS9zZWNvbmRhcnkvZ29pbmdfdG9faGlnaF9zY2hvb2wvaGlnaF9zY2hvb2xfaW5mb19zZXNzaW9uc1cHc2Nob29sbUIKYdUiY9dh3nxLflIcdmFuZXNzYS5vZ3VuZ2JlbWlsZUBvY2RzYi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/B6TJMtepjt4CyqtE8I-cHg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjuJaiP0T4aHR0cHM6Ly9vY2RzYi5jYS9jbXMvb25lLmFzcHg_cG9ydGFsSWQ9NTU0NzgmcGFnZUlkPTU1NDk4Jm9iamVjdElkLjI5MDI1ND0zNzIwNzIxNCZjb250ZXh0SWQuMjkwMjU0PTMzNDU1MzEwJnBhcmVudElkLjI5MDI1ND0zMzQ1NTMxMSZsb2NhbFN0YXJ0RGF0ZT0yMDIyLTAxLTExVDE5OjAwJmxvY2FsRW5kRGF0ZT0yMDIyLTAxLTExVDIyOjMwJnJlZj1tZXNUUDlmZzk2ZlZzZ3pwV1llb2dNUlRpNkUlMmJFVW4wcjhOZ09FUEYycGclM2RXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmHVImPXYd58S35SHHZhbmVzc2Eub2d1bmdiZW1pbGVAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/B6TJMtepjt4CyqtE8I-cHg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjuJaiP0T4aHR0cHM6Ly9vY2RzYi5jYS9jbXMvb25lLmFzcHg_cG9ydGFsSWQ9NTU0NzgmcGFnZUlkPTU1NDk4Jm9iamVjdElkLjI5MDI1ND0zNzIwNzIxNCZjb250ZXh0SWQuMjkwMjU0PTMzNDU1MzEwJnBhcmVudElkLjI5MDI1ND0zMzQ1NTMxMSZsb2NhbFN0YXJ0RGF0ZT0yMDIyLTAxLTExVDE5OjAwJmxvY2FsRW5kRGF0ZT0yMDIyLTAxLTExVDIyOjMwJnJlZj1tZXNUUDlmZzk2ZlZzZ3pwV1llb2dNUlRpNkUlMmJFVW4wcjhOZ09FUEYycGclM2RXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmHVImPXYd58S35SHHZhbmVzc2Eub2d1bmdiZW1pbGVAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/B6TJMtepjt4CyqtE8I-cHg~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjuJaiP0T4aHR0cHM6Ly9vY2RzYi5jYS9jbXMvb25lLmFzcHg_cG9ydGFsSWQ9NTU0NzgmcGFnZUlkPTU1NDk4Jm9iamVjdElkLjI5MDI1ND0zNzIwNzIxNCZjb250ZXh0SWQuMjkwMjU0PTMzNDU1MzEwJnBhcmVudElkLjI5MDI1ND0zMzQ1NTMxMSZsb2NhbFN0YXJ0RGF0ZT0yMDIyLTAxLTExVDE5OjAwJmxvY2FsRW5kRGF0ZT0yMDIyLTAxLTExVDIyOjMwJnJlZj1tZXNUUDlmZzk2ZlZzZ3pwV1llb2dNUlRpNkUlMmJFVW4wcjhOZ09FUEYycGclM2RXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmHVImPXYd58S35SHHZhbmVzc2Eub2d1bmdiZW1pbGVAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/RhiF2MWityZSGCqcOOVAWQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjuJaiP0QZaHR0cHM6Ly9vY2RzYi5jYS9jYWxlbmRhclcHc2Nob29sbUIKYdUiY9dh3nxLflIcdmFuZXNzYS5vZ3VuZ2JlbWlsZUBvY2RzYi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/ma3xUq6BuwC3qxgHdsXiWw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjuJaiP0QXaHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub3VhYy5vbi5jYS9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmHVImPXYd58S35SHHZhbmVzc2Eub2d1bmdiZW1pbGVAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/gSNT9Il0zn8mvp5UZgwTOA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjuJaiP0RHaHR0cHM6Ly9vY2RzYi5jYS9zZWNvbmRhcnkvcHJvZ3JhbXMvcGxhbm5pbmdfZm9yX3Bvc3Rfc2Vjb25kYXJ5X3N0dWRpZXNXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmHVImPXYd58S35SHHZhbmVzc2Eub2d1bmdiZW1pbGVAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/pne5foYvfU0SwPcSden5RA~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjuJaiP0Q3aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cub250YXJpb2NvbGxlZ2VzLmNhL2VuL2FwcGx5L2ltcG9ydGFudC1kYXRlc1cHc2Nob29sbUIKYdUiY9dh3nxLflIcdmFuZXNzYS5vZ3VuZ2JlbWlsZUBvY2RzYi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/qYJhBs7xIHjMdaX67NRhlQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjuJaiP0SSaHR0cHM6Ly9vY2RzYi5jYS9vdXJfc2Nob29scy9ub3ZlbF9jb3JvbmF2aXJ1c19pbmZvcm1hdGlvbl9mb3JfcGFyZW50cy9sZWFybl9hdF9ob21lL3JldHVybl90b19zY2hvb2xfcGxhbl8yMDIwL3JlbW90ZV9sZWFybmluZ190ZWNobm9sb2d5X3N1cHBvcnRXB3NjaG9vbG1CCmHVImPXYd58S35SHHZhbmVzc2Eub2d1bmdiZW1pbGVAb2Nkc2IuY2FYBAAAAAI~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/spzkpW15m-pbixX8Q8NE0g~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjuJaiP0Q9aHR0cHM6Ly9vY2RzYi5jYS9uZXdzL3N1cHBvcnRpbmdfbWVudGFsX2hlYWx0aF9hbmRfd2VsbC1iZWluZ1cHc2Nob29sbUIKYdUiY9dh3nxLflIcdmFuZXNzYS5vZ3VuZ2JlbWlsZUBvY2RzYi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~


VOILA LEARNING:

Please see the information below about free Access to French Online Homework Help and
Practice for K-12 Students

Voilà Live’s Virtual Immersion Campus provides students with live, online support from
Ontario teachers, as students practice their French; get homework help in French, English
and Math; and play communicative French games. The Virtual Immersion Campus will be
open Mondays to Thursdays, 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., from October 1, 2021 to May 31, 2022
(excluding school breaks). To register:

1. Visit https://voilalearning.com/en/ohh-registration

2. Click on ‘My school board is registered’

3. Complete the form and use the code: OCDSB0

4. You will receive a link to download the platform the next day

You can send your child’s homework to homework@voilalearning.com before accessing the
platform.

MENARD SAFETY COURSES:
Menard Safety Courses continues to offer many online courses for students including the
Online Babysitting Course, virtual Home Alone workshops for grades 4 to 6 and virtual
Safety workshops for grades 1 to 3. Get more information on their website at
https://menardsafetycourses.ca.

http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/IoMWK1SLMKrbEb1MC38MWw~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjubWJP0TLaHR0cDovL3RyYWNrLnNwZS5zY2hvb2xtZXNzZW5nZXIuY29tL2YvYS9CY0hnT05xV3RTT1Z5dnBvZlBBQ3BBfn4vQUFBQUFRQX4vUmdSamdnN0dQMFFjYUhSMGNEb3ZMM1p2YVd4aGJHVmhjbTVwYm1jdVkyOXRMMlZ1TDFjSGMyTm9iMjlzYlVJS1laSkcyNkJoMk5ZM05GSWRZMmh5YVhOMGIzQm9aWEl1ZEc5cGRtOXVaVzVBYjJOa2MySXVZMkZZQkFBQUFBSX5XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmHVCYLYYdWi-HpSGHRyZW50LnRhbmlndWNoaUBvY2RzYi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~
http://track.spe.schoolmessenger.com/f/a/RBexdA2CZtMHgtfp-1DqAQ~~/AAAAAQA~/RgRjubWJP0TjaHR0cDovL3RyYWNrLnNwZS5zY2hvb2xtZXNzZW5nZXIuY29tL2YvYS92c0RRTklRbGo0WnQ5LWtwOWQ5Z2hBfn4vQUFBQUFRQX4vUmdSamdnN0dQMFF0YUhSMGNITTZMeTkyYjJsc1lXeGxZWEp1YVc1bkxtTnZiUzlsYmk5dmFHZ3RjbVZuYVhOMGNtRjBhVzl1VndkelkyaHZiMnh0UWdwaGtrYmJvR0hZMWpjMFVoMWphSEpwYzNSdmNHaGxjaTUwYjJsMmIyNWxia0J2WTJSellpNWpZVmdFQUFBQUFnfn5XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmHVCYLYYdWi-HpSGHRyZW50LnRhbmlndWNoaUBvY2RzYi5jYVgEAAAAAg~~
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OSTA- OPTING OUT AND ROUTE CANCELLATION INFORMATION:
OSTA has cancelled a number of yellow bus routes for many schools in the District.
Currently there are no cancellations for routes serving BPS; however, there could be some
short term/daily cancellations.  Please review your child’s information on the Parent Portal
and then check the posted list for OCDSB Schools to confirm the route’s status. Please be
sure to sign up for parent notification and check OSTA’s website daily for any morning
cancellations.

If your child will not be taking the bus, you can complete the opt out form following this link
https://bit.ly/3gWSPEV. Opting out for this school year does NOT affect your child’s eligibility
for next year and they will automatically be reinstated onto a route if they qualified this year
based on your home address.

FROM THE LIBRARY:
Mrs. Randall, our extraordinary Library Technician, continues to work hard this year
providing staff and students with STEM challenges, read-alouds and promoting literacy
resources that support the learning that happens every day here at BPS.

Our Barrhaven Public School virtual library is another excellent resource that families can
visit to access books and activities in French and English. Please visit the Barrhaven PS
virtual library here: https://sites.google.com/ocdsb.ca/barrhaven-librarys-site/home

Thank you, Mrs. Randall!

FROM SCHOOL COUNCIL:

http://www.ottawaschoolbus.ca/route-cancellations-for-ocdsb-schools/
https://bit.ly/3gWSPEV
https://sites.google.com/ocdsb.ca/barrhaven-librarys-site/home


The next School Council meeting will be rescheduled for a later date yet to be determined.
In the meantime, click on the image below to view our FaceBook page!

BPS Spirit Wear

Barrhaven Public School has spirit! Every Friday is the day to show off your pride by wearing
BPS spirit wear. Families can order from a variety of t-shirts, sweaters, pants and more at
the following website: https://barrhavenpublicschool.entripyshops.com/

Staff and students are also invited to wear school colours (blue and yellow) every Friday!

UPCOMING DATES:

January 21- PA Day (No school for students)
January 26- Kindergarten Promotion evening

https://www.facebook.com/BPSFriend
https://barrhavenpublicschool.entripyshops.com/

